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GENERAL OPERATION

Planning your trip, being prepared

Planning your trip is an exciting time — and a time when you are likely
to forget something important in your last minute rush to gst ready.

Being properly prepared is the key to getting the most enjoyment from
your motorhome, and that’s why we are offering the following suggestions
as a guide. Review them before starsting out . . . refer to them when you are on
the road . . . and then note the items you have forgotten so your next trip
will be even more fun.

Plan your trip carefully. Consult maps and guide books so you will be
familiar with road conditions, roadsids parks, rest areas and campsites.

Be sure that all your equipment is serviced and ready for travel.

Check all of the following:

1. All fluids, including motorhome engine crankcase oil, transmission
fluid, power steering fluid, radiator reservoir level, master cylinder brake fluid,
electrolyte leve! of batteries. windshisld water reservoir level.

2. Inspect wheel lugs for tightness.

3. Examine all tires for road damage. Inflate to the pressure recommended
by the chassis manufacturer, and note that this pressure is for cold tires
(see chassis operator's manual).

4. Check oil level in the generator power plant (if installed). Refer to the
instructions and the maintenance manual provided by the generator manufac-
turer for pre-use service requirements. Make sure extra oil and other sup-
plies are provided if the motorhome is to be used for extended periods.

5. Make certain your jack handle and lug wrench are properly stowed
and in good working order.

6. Check 10 see that your 120-volt power cord is stowed in its compartment.

7. Be sure your fire extinguisher is secured and easily accessible.

8. Check to see that such accessories as the plastic sewer hose with
fitings and a water supply hose (a garden hose approved for 125 psi
service is adequate) are on board.

9. Fill water tank, if required (see section on Chinook water system).

10. Make sure drain line cap and holding tank knife valves are closed
and secured.

GENERAL OPERATION

Check all of the following (continued)

11. Check all stop fights, running lights and other safety items. .

12. Put your Chinook motorhome items in *'travel” condition. This means
following such common-sense procedures as securing any looss items that
could shift whils you are traveling. For example, secure refrigerator contents
— place lids on containers of liquids — and secure locking latch on
refrigerator door. Be sure cabinet contents are secured and doors are tightly
closed. Close and lock all exterior doors and windows.

13. Always carry spare fuses of every size used in your vehicle.

14. Adjust side view mirrors for maximum visibility.

15. Fill the fue! tank, using only the fuel recommended in the chassis
operator's manual.

16. Fill the LP-gas tank if required.

WARNING! ALWAYS EXTINGUISH PILOT LIGHTS AND OPEN FLAMES
ON APPLIANCES BEFORE FILLING YOUR GASOLINE OR LPG TANK.

A word about weight and weighing

Your Chinook motorhome is designed to carry the loads defined by its
gross axle weight rating and gross vehicle weight rating, both of which are
for a fully toaded vehicle, including passengers and belongings.

An excellent practice when loading your motorhome for a trip is to store
heavy articles low and light articles high. In this way you will improve the
road handling and stability of your vehicle.

Rated weight capacities for your motorhome are listed on the vehicle
identification table on the driver’s side door post. If you are in doubt about
the load you are carrying, weigh your vehicle at a public scale.

IMPORTANT NOTE: Exceeding the weight capacities of your motorhome
can cause undasirable handling characteristics and may create a safety
hazard. if you modify your motorhome by adding racks not supplied by the
manufacturer your warranty may become invalid.

Another reason you should check vehicle weight periodically is to obtain
optimum mileage from your tires. You also will find that handling improves
when you are within prescribed wsight capacities.
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120V 60 HZ 725 AMPS 110 VAC ON SHORE POWER OR GENERATOR

120 VDC 32 A TOTAL MAX | MAG. CONVERTER CHARGER BUILT INTO PANEL BOX
AVG, CHG. RATE 3 AMPS

14 GA,

— 14 GA- P OVERHEAD LIGHTS

BATTERY $> CEILING LIGHTS
14 G5 $» RANGE HOOD/MONITOR
9 o 12 GA.

—»- FURNACE
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NOTE: THESE WIRES FOUND IN HARNESS BESIDE MAIN BATTERY

18 GA. YELLOW LEFT
OURWIRES  { g5 GA. GREEN RIGHT %LEFT

GREEN & WHITE STREAK )= RIGHT TO GENERATOR
FACTORY WIRES 4 WHITE & BLUE STREAK 6 GA, RED
80 AMP BREAKER
FORD PASS THRU PLUG
18 GA. PURPLE o ORANGE —T—TT:
YELLOW a gLUE
14 GA. RED . GREY®& »
S o 4 GA. RED e
2 |=
9 8
RV BATTERY |3
- + g j OF
| 4GA.RED [1™ )
—L 8 GA, RED o
= *>
BA] |AB ALTERNATOR HOT a E
COACH POWER §0 AMP. BKRS. .3
7O END OF FRAME DRIVER'S SIDE o

WITHOUT FACTORY RV BATTERY
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ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

12 VOC auxiliary battery

Power Converter

The power converter, located in a compartment under the sink cab and
range automatically converts 120 VAC to 12 VDC to provide power for lighting
and appliances. The converter operates only when the power cord is con-
nected to a 120 VAC external source or when the optional generator is in
operation.

Circuit Protection

All 12 VDC circuits are protected with properly rated fuses or automatic
reset circuit breakers. Three automatic circuitl breakers are provided near
the auxiliary battery tocated under the hood in the engine compartment.
i either breaker trips because of a momentary surge, it will reset auto-
matically after the overload is removed. If the breaker continues to trip,
howaver, the system should be checked by a repairman to determine the
cause.

Main 12 VOC converier circuils are protected by fuses located inside the
converter. Access to these fuses is by opsning the hinged cover on the
face of the converter.

. 12 VAC external source

Your Chinook motorhome is provided with a 25 fi. power cord for connec-
tion to an extemal 120 VAC 30 amp receptacle. When leaving campsite, be
sure the cord is removed from the receptacie and stowed in its compartment.
Failure to store it properly could result in extensive damage.

CAUTION: The use of cord cap adaptors must not be permitted because
this could result in connscting the motorhoms to an improperly rated source.

Portable Appliances
You will find 120 VAC conveniance outlets providad inside your motorhome
to supply power for portable appliances.

—_17 -

WATER SYSTEM

As a completely self-contained unit, your Chinook motorhome enables
you to supply portable water to fixtures by two methods.

Storage tank

First, fresh water may be drawn by the demand water pump from a storage
tank under the driver's side folding seat. The water pump switch is on the
system's monitor pansl. Once the switch is turned on, the system operates
automatically and the pump tumns itself on and off by sensing a pressure
drop in the line when a faucet is opened.

The water pump switch should be turned off when the water system is not
in use. The fresh water tank is filled using the water tank fill port on the out-
side of the driver’s side.

Municipal water

Second, direct connection may be made to a city water pressure system
through an inlet fitting on the driver's side exterior of the motorhome.

When using the city water hookup, it iS not necessary to operate the
demand water pump. The city water inlet fitting contains a pressure regulator
limiting the system pressure to 125 psi. This prevenis damage to the piping
caused by excessively high supply pressures such as those encountered
at some campsites.

Draining the Fresh Water System

Periodically it is necessary to drain the fresh water system. This is done
by opening the water tank drain valve (located under the sofa on the driver’s
side at each end of the tank) and the water heater drain valve (just inside
the water heat access cover on the driver's side exterior).

NOTE: If your motorhoms is used frequently, you can leave water in the
tank. Keep it sweet by adding a teaspoonful of soda to every fourth or fifth
tank of water. For long periods of time between use, drain the tank com-
pletely except for a teaspoonful of soda and two gallons of water. When you
are ready to use the unit again, refill the tank and drain completely, then
refill with fresh water.
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GENERAL MAINTENANCE

Caring for the exterior of your Chinook

Care for the exterior of your motorhome as you would for an automobile
or boat finish.

The Chinaok surface may be claaned using car shampoo, mild detergents
or househotd cleaners — but be sure to check the list which follows. Strong
soaps and abrasive cleaners should not be used. Dirt or grime that has been
ground into surfaces is easily removed with a good quality rubbing or polishing
compound. Rinse well after washing.

CAUTION: DO NOT USE GASOLINE OR PAINT THINNERS TO REMOVE
TAR — THEY SOFTEN PAINT. USE A SPECIAL TAR REMOVER AND RINSE
WELL WITH CLEAR WATER.

The fiberglass and enamel surfaces may ba waxed at any time, require
no special methods, and do not rust or corrode. You do not hava to wax before
travelling to the ocean. Only metal surfaces are subject to salt air corrosion,
so0 waxing them before driving to the seashore will improve their resistance.

Wash the surface bafore waxing with automotive or household waxes. A
paste wax provides the bast protection from abrasion and minor scratches
because dirt slides readily from a well-waxed surface. The fiberglass becomes
slightly duli or faded after long exposure to wesather. You can easily restore
it to its original luster and gloss by cleaning with a good rubbing compound
and then waxing.

The exterior color key trim should be cared for as described above. Do
not use gasoline or solvents. Clean with mild detergents and then wax to
remove luster.

What to use . . . what not to use

The following is a list of cleaners and waxes the factory has evaluated
for use on extarior surfaces. This listing doss not constitute an endorsement
of the products named but is intended to serve only as a general guide.

Recommended:
1. Joy Detergent
2. Wisk Detergent
3. Liquid Lux
4. Johnson's Pride
5. Johnson's Pledge
8. Endust

— 23—

GENERAL MAINTENANCE

Caring for the exterior of your Chinook (continued)

7. Camu

8. Turtle Wax auto polish

9. Simonize Body Sheen auto polish
10. Glo-Coat floor polish

11. Aero Wax

12. Holiday Car Cleaner

13. Meguiar’s Mirror Glaze paste wax
14. Simonize paste wax

15. Sodium carbonate and bicarbonate
16. Vinegar

Not Recommended:

1. Gasoline

2. Carbon tetrachloride

3. Lestoil

4. Pine-sol

5. Lysol

6. Abrasives (cieaners)

7. Paint thinners or solvenis containing aromatic and halogenated hydro-
carbons (ketones, benzene, toluene, perchlorthylene).
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GENERAL MAINTENANCE

Interior Care

For wood surfaces the same care and cleaning methods used in your home
should be used in your motorhome, Strong soaps and abrasivaes should not
be used, but cleaners containing small amounts of ammonia may be suitable.

Cabinet fronis need very little care. Traat them as you would any fine pisce
of furniture in your home.

The shower stall of your unit is constructed of sugged fiberglass. The finish
will not chip or crack, but it can be cut or scratched. In the event that it is
cut or scratched, use a good grade of rubbing or polishing compound. The
color is cast into the fibarglass and wili not fade. Never use steel wool or
abrasive cleaners on your fiberglass — you simply add serious scratches by
doing so.

Your floor is covered with top-grade carpeting. Maintain it exactly as you
maintain your carpels at home.

The upholstery in your Chinook motorhome is a fine quality material and
should be treated accordingly. If it gets wrinkled or out of shape through
use, simply straighten it and fluff the foam cushions.

—25 —

PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE

Some thingg to check

Your privacy blinds wil! retain their color and beauty with occasional
cleaning. You may order exira sets from your dealer.

You should make a general maintenance inspection of your motorhome
periodically. Non-drying caulking compounds, available in tubes, may be
used 10 seal around moldings and seams. These compounds are com-
patible with fiberglass and aluminum surfaces.

Epoxy-resin patch kits, also available in tube form, may be used to fill any
small cracks or holes in the fiberglass. Patch and fiberglass care kits are
available at most boat shops and marinas.

it is recommended that all chassis bolts be checked once a year for
tightness to prevent rattles resulting from vibration.

If the exterior of your motorhome is punctured, immediately cover the
puncture with a piece of waterproof material and tape. This will prevent
moisture from getting through and damaging the interior. Keep the puncture
patched in this manner until your dealer can repair it or refer you to a
qualified service facility.

Ceramic counter tops must be silicone sealed every four months to
avoid drying and cracking of the grout.

Roof Inspection

Take care of your roof. Sealing around stacks and vents should be ac-
complished using non-drying caulking compounds. Hol summer sun can
dry out caulking, and pronounced temperature changes can cause carying
degrees of expansion and contraction with various materials used in your
roof and its components. These conditions may cause leaks, which is why
you should inspect your roof regularly. By catching a problem in its early
stages you can avoid serious repairs in the future.

Remember that the fiberglass roof of your Chinook motorhome has been
designed to be walerproof, sturdy and soundproof. However, it was not
built to carry high-densily loads. 0O NOT WALK DIRECTLY ON THE
ROOF. When maintenance requires access to the roof, place plywood
walkboards on the roof to prevent damage. Damage from walking on the
roof could void your warranty. This would be at the discretion of the manu-
facturer.
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SPECIFICATIONS

Chassis specs

Height
Outside ........o....ciiiiiiienninn.. 9°2"” - 9'9", with roof air
Inside ...........c0nunnn Ceeereeeaaaes Ceretecaerieaaan 6'4”
Width............ccooieaaet. et ettt e 7’5"
Length.......... Ceeerieeeaieit sttt eeitee e 20'9"
Weight(dry) .....iiiiiii it ittt iiatenennenes 8600 Ibs.

Standard chassis

Dual rear wheels * Automalic transmission  Power assisted steering
Rear anti-lock power assisted brakes ¢ Heavy-duty suspension ¢ Dual
outside rear view mirrors * Padded engine caddy and cover * Overdrive

(Fords only)

RV specs
PREMIER CONCOURSE
LP gas 12 gal. 19 gal. with gauge
Gasoline tank 35 gal. 35 gal.
Fresh water-system 36 gal. 36 gal.
Hot water tank 6 gal.frapid recovery 6 gal./rapid recovery
Refrigerator 45 cu. fi. Double door 6 cu. ft.
Holding tanks - dual 38 gal. 38 gal.
Heater 12000 BTU 16,000 BTU
Super fan-forced air Super fan-forced air
electric start furnace eleclric start furnace
Range 2-bumer cook top 3-burner LP gas range
and range cover
Lighting 12V and 120V systems 12V and 120V systams
Converter 32 amp battery charger 32 amp battery charger
and distribution panel and distribution panel
Receplacles Interior 120 voll outlets Interior 120 volt oullets
Bed Sizes:
0,717 1 - TR AN wall-to-wall king size, 6' long
o 7] YRR sofa sleeper plus 2 barrel chairs
™in ... e inner spring mattresses, stationary, 72°x33"

SPECIFICATIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.
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